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FOREWORD 


In previous forewords I suggested the study of p.iv where 
examples in the coding method are given. I suggested these examples 
be studied before reading the hypothetical questions and answers. 
in the interim I have discovered that many have grasped the method 
immediately and have assumed it is not necessary to read the 
questions and answers. 


I am suggesting in this foreword the study of the questions and 
answers as soon as the general method of coding is understood. Some 
of these questions and answers are extremely important; others not of 
great importance; but none unimportant enough to brush over lightly. 


The following tips properly belong with the two on p.xviii, but 
for convenience I am inserting them here: Don't memorize the abbrev- 
lations; they are nearly all obvious when the item in question is in 
hand, Don't get thrilled over items priced 2, h, or even 6, unless 
you know just what you can do with them. These items are common 
enough that their supply generally exceeds their demand; or, if not 
common, have very little demand. 


The Mrs, informs me that this pocket edition must also be 
dedicated to her--so it is. 


Philip M. Roskie 
Oakland, California 
February 26, 1957 


1) 1850. Archbold, Ann. % Book For Zs Married And Zé Single. 
= 192 pages, East Plainfield. $31. 


2) 1850. Allen ‘Ads A. Ten Years In Oregon. 
a 2 (Second Edition). Ithaca, $10. 


3) 1850. Atwater, Caleb. 74g Indians Of Zé North-West. 
Columbus. $12. 


h) 1850. Averill, Charles. Life In California. 


Second Edition, Boston. wrappers. $60.7 


5) 1850. Adams, Josiah. Account Of Concord Fight, April 19, 1775. 
ah 2k, pages. (no place given; no price given) 


6) 1850. Abbey, James. California. # Trip Across 7Ags Plains, 
wrappers, 6) pages, New Albany. $55. 


The underlined figures, letters, etc., are the keys to coding these 
items. Most of these figures, letters, etc., are of prime import- 
ance; the others are secondary and are used only to clarify. 
Taking each underlined figure, letter, etc., in the exact order of 
their appearance, the following results: 


1) 1850 A A BFM&S 192p, EP.31 
) 1850 A A TYIOr (2dBa It.10 
) 1850 A C ION-W Co.12 
) 1850 A C LICal 2d,Bn wr. 60? 
) 1850 A J AOCFA 19'75 2h. 
) 1850 A J Calif TAcrP wel NASLS 


OnE Ww 


These items are in chronological order (by year); then, in alphabetical 
order by the letters as they now appear. To conserve space and to 
further simplify, each year=group is headed by the respective year}; 
and each column, within each year=group, is headed by the author's 
last initial. To avoid confusion with the title initials, the 
author's first initial is now changed from upper case to lower case. 
Now the information is in the final form: 


1850 

aBFM&S 

192p, 

EP. 31 

Note: _The articles: A, An, and The are ignored, Tienes 
eo of respect, such as: Miss, Mrs., Mr., a os yaa 0) 

ev., Dr., Capt., and Judge are ignored. N=! 
Middle Taittate are ignored. An even price ae 
indicates the average specialist doaler's eLICal 
price for a fine copy; an odd price indicates 2d,Bn 
the average auction record, The question BeaGne 
mark after the price indicates the price is jAOCPA 
prior to 19.5; or is questionable for some 19°75 

other reason. (A price is not given unless it aly 

is deemed useful. ) jcatir 
ae 

wrolp 

NASKS 


iv 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Q. What books are covered by THE BOOKMAN'S BIBLE? 

A. Books in English, or substantially in English, no matter where 
published, that would seem to have a commercial value of at 
least three dollars. Also, books that have less value but 
belong in one of the main fields of collecting, such as: 
Americana, Western Americana, Californiana, American First 
Editions, English First Editions, Art, Orientalia, Antiques, 
Arms and Armor, Medicine, Science, Science Fiction, Costume, 
Genealogy, etc. In this first published section only the 
items having a title page dated one of the years between 
1850 and 1899 are included; and, only the ones giving credit 
to the author, editor, compiler, or translator (illustrator 
when the item 1s primarily his work; publisher when the item 
is obviously his). 


Q. From what sources did you compile the book? 
A. Book dealers' catalogs, my own experience, and the following 
authorities: 


AMERICAN BOOK-PRICES CURRENT. 1896-1955. 

TRADE PRICES CURRENT OF AMERICAN FIRST EDITIONS. 1937-191. 

UNITED STATES CUMULATIVE BOOK AUCTION RECORDS. 19l.0-1951. 

Adams: SIX-GUNS & SADDLE LEATHER. (195) 

Blanck: BIBLIOGRAPHY OF AMERICAN LITERATURE. V.I. 1955. 

Blanck: Merle Johnson's AMERICAN FIRST EDITIONS. Fourth 
Edition. 192, (Also the other three editions) 

Bleiler: THE CHECKLIST OF FANTASTIC LITERATURE. 198. 

Blumann: CALIFORNIA LOCAL HISTORY. 1950. 

Bolton: AMERICAN BOOK ILLUSTRATORS. 1938. 

Bradford: BIBLIOGRAPHER'S MANUAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY. 1907. 

Brussel: ANGLO-AMERICAN FIRST EDITIONS: EAST TO WEST. 1935. 

Cowan: BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA. 1933. 

Cutler: MODERN BRITISH AUTHORS. (1930). 

Evans: A GUIDE TO RARE BOOKS. 191.8. 

Heard: BOOKMAN'S GUIDE TO AMERICANA. 1953. 

Howes: U.S.-IANA. 195). 

Rader: SOUTH OF FORTY. 19:7. 

Sabin: DICTIONARY OF BOOKS RELATING TO AMERICA, 1868. 

Schwartz: 1100 OBSCURE POINTS. (1931) 

Smith: PACIFIC NORTHWEST AMBRICANA. 3d Edition. 1950. 

Wagner & Camp: THE PLAINS AND THE ROCKIES. 3d Edition. 1953. 

Wemyss: THE GENERAL GUIDE TO RARE AMERICANA. New Enlarged 
Edition. 1950. 

(Hundreds of other references are published that I hope to 
compile as I go along. Some of these I have referred to 
for the present work but only to a limited extent. ) 


Q. Are maps, broadsides, newspapers, magazines, or prints included? 
A. Yes. These are included to a limited degree. I made no 
special attempt to cover these fields thoroughly. 


Q. What about sets? 
A. Sets are included but coverage is rather limited. Generally, 
a set is excluded if its value is less than two dollars per 
volume. Sets are entered under the title page date of the 
first volume. Sets of collected works are sometimes 
entered under Wks or CWks instead of the exact initials. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


How will I Look up a book that has no date on the title page? 
A. Books without a dated title page are confined to a separate 


section to be published later. DO NOT TRY TO LOCATE THEM IN 
THIS SECTION, Often you may use the copyright date as a 
guide and find the item but you very likely will be getting 
the value of the first edition when the item you have is a 
reprint of considerably less value. 


How will I look up a book that has no date whatever? 
A. Books with neither publication date nor copyright date are 


confined to a separate section to be published later... 


How will I look up an anonymous item? 
A. An anonymous item may sometimes be found if in its title there 


is the name of an actual person. In this case his initials 
are used. Generally speaking, however, I have confined 
anonymous books, yearbooks, directories, and the like to a 
separate section to be published later. 


When two or more authors are given, under which, shall I look? 
A. The first given. If this should fail try the next. If there 


is an editor you might try him. 


Q. Would I look up a Twain item under Twain or Clemens? 


A. Under the name that appears on the title page. This applies to 


all items where a psuedonym is used. In this connection, 
sometimes an author like Bret Harte had some of his books 
published with his first name, or first initial: Francis Bret 
Harte; later dropping the first name or initial. I have not 
always been able to determine which way the credit reads and 
no doubt have made errors in alphabetical placement regarding 
the first initial. Allowances should be made for this. 


Q. What about a book that gives only the last name of the author? 


A. This category I have placed at the very beginning of the column 


headed by the initial of the last name. For example: 
Corporal Pike:- P 3; Dr. Quigley:- Q  ; Mrs. Horn:- H . 

_S&Ran _IRIC& A&TNO 
The underline mark indicates that neither the author's first 
name nor initial is given. 


Q. What if the item was issued without a title page? 


A. In this case the wrapper or cover title is substituted and the 


same procedure is followed just as though it were the title 
page. If there is neither title page nor cover title the 
caption title or running head is used but the item will be 
found in one of the sections to be published later. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Q. Why do some title abbreviations or initials stop abruptly? 
A. Originally I intended to run only the first five initials of a 
title-- if it had that many or more. As an example: HISTORY 
OF 7% STATE OF NEW YORK (ignoring the article THE) would 
become HOSON. Later I allowed a few more spaces in such 
cases. I corrected many of the early entries but some remain 
hanging. (The articles A, An, and The are always ignored. ) 


Q. What about collation? 
A. It_was not my intention to collate the entries. What collating 
I did was primarily to aid in identification. Often I have 
mentioned a map or maps in items that contain them but I have 
not always done so, The same applies to plates and the 
number of pages. 


Q. What would account for a variation in the actual number of pages of 

@ given item and the number given in THE BOOKMAN'S BIBLE? 

A. Most often this occurs when there is a page or more of print 
beyond the last numbered page. Some bibliographies give just 
the last numbered page while others make allowances for the 
pages following. It has been my policy to give the last 
numbered page plus an ampersand (&) to indicate additional 
pages of print. The additional pages may be ads, printer's 
imprint, appendix, addenda, errata, index, colophon, etc. 

I have not checked all entries, far from 1t, so many of the 
page numbers are given as they appear in the bibliographies. 

Quite often pamphlets of from 2l| to 6) pages may vary. The 
variation can generally be accounted for by taking into 
consideration the possibility that the back printed wrapper 
was counted in the collation; or ignored, as the case may be, 

Less often this may indicate a different state or issue of the 
book, 

It is possible when the number varies greatly that the two are 
entirely different items. 

It is also possible that an error has been made and maybe it 
was mine. 

When two or more different numbers of pages are given in this 
reference it indicates different. states or issues exist and 
the prices given refer to the respective paginations. 


Q. I have a book with a statement that it is limited to 550 copies. 

Why do you give the number as 500 copies? 

A. The statement may go further, mentioning something to the 
effect: of which 50 copies contain one page of the original 
manuscript. In cases such as this I have tried to break down 
the limited editions into their components so to speak. If 
1226 copies were printed of which 1000 were numbered, 200 
numbered and signed by the author and the illustrator, and 
26 lettered and signed by the author and the illustrator and 
with a page of manuscript decorated by the illustrator, I 
would list the variations as: 1000c, 200c, and 26c, respect~ 
ively. Not having examined a great many of the entries I was 
not always certain just how the statements are worded so one 
must use one's imagination when there is a variation. 

Whenever a number is followed by a lower case c, 500c for 
example, it is to be read: One of 500 copies. 

Whenever the abbreviation Ltdkd is used it generally means that 
the number of copies to which the book is limited is not given 
in the book itself. If the number is given it is usually from 
750 up. I have tried to give the actual number when there 


were fewer than 750 copies. 
vii 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Q. Does the absence of the f imply the item is not a first? 


Ae 


No. I used the f to indicate first editions, first issues, 
first states, first bindings, first printings, first impress- 
ions, first published editions, etc., etc., but I did not use 
it in all cases. Many times I did not use it because the 
fact should be obvious from other information given. It 
should be assumed that the item is a first unless there is 
evidence to the contrary either in the item itself or in this 
reference. However, sometimes there is no evidence to the 
contrary, and the item may not be a first, but the price does 
apply to it no matter what edition it actually is, provided, of 
course, the date is correct and printed on the title page. 


Q. Why more than one abbreviation for the same word? 


A. 


I used two-letter abbreviations when that was all the space 
convenient; longer abbreviations when space permitted it and 
at the same time lent to more clarity. For example: Denver 
became De when followed by a price in the teens: De. 153 Den 


possibly when followed by a price like 25: Den25; Denv with 
figures less than 10: Denv8. 


Q. What are the most frequently used abbreviations for places of 


publication? 


A. With the exceptions of London and Boston which are Ln and Bn 
respectively, abbreviations for one-word places are formed 
by the capitalized initial letter followed by the next 
letter in lower case. 
another letter or two in correct order and still in lower 
case. For example: Sacramento may be: Sa, Sac, or Sacr; 
Hartford: Ha, Har, or Hart. 

Abbreviations for two-word places are formed by the capitalized 

St. Louis may 


initial letters, 


be either: SL or StL 
Abbreviations for tnree=word places are formed by the capital- 
ized initial letters. 
When space is insufficient it may be shortene 
fact that SL is also the initials of St. Louis really does 
not affect the use of this reference because the item itself 
will determine the city for which the initials stand. 
Sometimes longer abbreviations are used but they are simply 
extensions of the foregoing principles. 


For example: New York: NY. 


When space permits there may be 


For example: Salt Lake City: SLC. 


to SL. The 


THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS FOR THE MOST COMMON 
PLACES OF PUBLICATION: 


Ann Arbor 


Au: 


Auburn Bo: Boise CB: Council Bluffs 

Aberdeen Augusta Bozeman CC: Carson City 
Abilene Austin Br: Brooklyn Canyon City 
Atlantic City Aurora Brookline Corpus Christi 
Akron Ba: Baltimore Brookfield Crescent City 
Albany Bath Bristol Central City 
Albuquerque Bangor Brighton Ces Centerville 
Alexandria Bakersfield Brunswick Ch: Chicago 
Alameda Bandera Bronx Charleston 
Amsterdam Be: Bedford Bridgeport Charlestown 
Amherst Belfast BR: Baton Rouge Cheyenne 
Annapolis Berlin Bu: Buffalo Chambersburg 
Arlington Bi: Bismarck Butte Chester 
Asheville Birmingham Burlington Cherokee 
Ashland Billings Ca: Cambridge Chillicothe 
Astoria Bisbee Camden Chattanooga 

: Atlanta Bn: Boston Caldwell Charlotte 
Atchison (always) Canton Ci: Cincinnati 
Athens vill 


Cl: Cleveland 
Claremont 
Clinton 
Clearfield 

Co: Columbus 
Columbia 
Concord 
Corvallis 
Cooperstown 

CRr Cedar Rapids 

CS: Colorado 

Springs 

Da: Dayton 
Dallas 
Danbury 
Danville 
Davenport 

DC: Dodge City 

De: Detroit 
Denver 
Decatur 

DM: Des Moines 

Do: Dover 
Doyle 
Doylestown 
Doylesville 

Dr: Dresden 

Du: Dublin 
Dubuque 
Duluth 

Ea: Easton 

Ed: Edinburgh 

El; Elmira 
Elizabeth 
Elizabethtown 

Em: Emporia 

EP: El Paso 
E. Plainfield 

Eu: Eureka 
Eugene 

Ex: Exeter 

Fa: Farmington 
Fargo 
Fayetteville 

Fi: Fitchburg 

Fl: Florence 
Flagstaff 

Fr: Frankfort 
Fresno 

FR: Fall River 

FS: Fort Smith 

: Fort Worth 

Ga: Galveston 
Galesburg 
Galena 

GC: Garden City 

Ge: Geneva 
Gettysburg 

GF: Great Falls 

Gl: Glasgow 
Gloucester 
Glendale 

Go: Goliad 
Goshen 

GP: Grants Pass 


Gr 


GR: 


GS: 
Gu: 


GV: 
Ha: 


LA: 
LB: 
Le: 


LG: 
mis 
LL 
In: 


Lo: 


LR: 


Greensboro 
Groton 
Greenwich 
Grafton 
Grand Rapids 
Great Salt 
Lake City 
Guthrie 
Grass Valley 
Hartford 
Halifax 
Harrisburg 
Haverhill 
Havana 
Hattiesburg 
Helena 
Hermitage 
Hillsboro 
Houston 
Honolulu 
Hood River 


: Hot Springs 


Hudson 
Huntington 
Huntsville 
Indianapolis 
Independence 
Ipswich 
Ithaca 
Jacksonville 
Jackson 
Jamaica 


: Jersey City 


Jefferson Cit 
Kalamazoo 
Kansas City 
Kenosha 
Keokuk 
Klamath Falls 
Knoxville 
Lancaster 
Lansing 
Launcestown 
Laramie 
Laredo 
Lawrence 
Los Angeles 
Long Beach 
Lexington 
Leavenworth 
Leeds 
Lebanon 
Lewiston 
Lewistown 
Lake George 
La Grande 
Liverpool 
Lincoln 
Lisbon 
Llano 
London 
(always) 
Louisville 
Lowell 
Logan 
Logansport 
Little Rock 


y 


NH: 
Ni: 
No: 


Lynchburg 


: Madison 


Manchester 
Marysville 
Macon 
Madrid 
Mayville 
Maysville 
Memphis 
Melbourne 
Mexico 
Medford 
Meadville 
Meriden 


: Milwaukee 


Minneapolis 
Milledgeville 


: Mobile 


Montreal 
Montgomery 
Montpelier 
Morristown 
Mineral Point 


; Nashville 


Nantucket 
Nashua 

Napa 

Natchez 

New Albany 
New Amsterdam 


: New Brunswick 


New Bedford 
Nevada City 
Napa City 


: Newark 


Newport 
Newton 
Newbury 
New Haven 
Nice 
Norwich 
Northampton 
Norfolk 
Norwalk 
Norristown 
Norman 

New Orleans 


: no place 
: no place 


New York 
Oakland 
Oakdale 
Oberlin 
Oregon City 
Oklahoma City 
Ogden 
Ogdensburg 
Olympia 
Omaha 
Orange 
Orland 
Oroville 
Oswego 
Oskosh 
Ottawa 
Otsego 
Oxford 


Pr: 


SA 


SB: 


Paris 
Paterson 
Paducah 
Pasadena 
Pawnee 
Port Angeles 
Peoria 
Petaluma 
Pendleton 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburg 
Pittsfield 
Pierre 
Placerville 
Plainville 
Plymouth 
Portland 
Portsmouth 
Poughkeepsie 
Pocatello 
Pottsville 
Providence 
Princeton 
Provo 
Prescott 
Preston 
Port 
Townsend 
Pueblo 
Quebec 
Quincy 


: Raleigh 


Racine 


: Rapid City 


Reading 
Reno 
Redfield 


: Richmond 


Riverside 


: Rochester 


Rome 
Roseburg 
Roanoke 
Rochford 
Rockport 
Roseville 
Roxboro 


: Rutland 


Rutledge 
Salem 
Sacramento 
Savannah 
Salisbury 
Sandusky 
San Antonio 
St. Augustine 
Santa Ana 
St. Albans 
San Andreas 
San Anselmo 
South Bend 
Santa 
Barbara 
San Berardina 
San Bruno 


Sc: Schenectady SH: Saint Helens 
Scottsboro Sag Harbor 
Scarborough Si: Sidney 

SC; Sioux City SJ: San Jose 
Santa Cruz St. Joseph 
Silver City San Juan 

SD: San Diego SL: St. Louis 

Se: Selby Salt Lake City 
Seattle SM: San Mateo 
Sedalia San Marino 
Selma Santa Monica 

SF: San Francisco Santa Maria 
Santa Fe So: Southampton 
Seneca Falls Somerset 
Sioux Falls Sonora 
Spanish Fork Somerville 

SG: St. George Somers 
San Gabriel Sp: Springfield 

Sh: Shelby Spokane 
Shanghai Sparta 
Sheffield Spartanburg 
Shreveport SP: St. Paul 
Shawnee St. Petersburg 
Sheboygen SR: Santa Rosa 


San Rafael 


St: Stockton Va; Vancouver 
Stratford Vi: Victoria 
Stockholm Vicksburg 
Stubenville Vincennes 

StA: (see: SA) Wa: Washington 

StG: (see: SG) Waco 

StJ: (see: SJ) Watertown 

StL: (see: SL) WB: Wilkes-Barre 

StP: (see: SP) We: Westminister 

Sy: Syracuse Westfield 
Sydney Wellsburg 

Ta: Tacoma Wh: Wheeling 
Tallahassee Wi: Wilmington 
Tampa Winchester 
Tarrytown Wichita 

TH: Terre Haute Wo: Worcester 

To: Toledo Woodbridge 
Toronto Woodbury 
Topeka Ya; Yankton 

Tr: Trenton Yakima 
Troy Yo: Yonkers 

Tu: Tuscaloosa York -- 
Tucson Youngstown 
Tulsa Za: Zanesville 

Ut: Utica 


(Many of these are not common but are important to this reference. ) 


ABBREVIATIONS OTHER THAN THOSE FOR PLACES OF PUBLICATION 


abridged 
abridged edition 


advertisement; advertisements; 


added; additional 

added; additional 

advertisements 

advance; advertisement 

advance copy 

alphabetical 

autograph letter signed 

autograph letter signed 

America; American; Americana 

anonymous (refer to ANON 
section to be published 
later) 

another 

appendix 

appendix 

appendix 

appendix 

approximate; approximately 

appendix 

author; authors; author's 

Author's Edition; Authorized 
Edition 

author; author's 

autograph; authographs 

back 

boards (binding type) 

binding; bindings 

boards (binding type) 

between 

beware 

behind 

binding; bindings 


binding; bindings 

book; books 

bookbinder; bookbinders; 
bookbinding; bookbindings 

bookplate; bookplates 

books; bookseller; book- 
sellers; bookstore; book- 
stores; bookshop; book= 
shops 

black (binding color) 

blue (binding color) 

bound 

bottom 

bottom 

broadside 

broadsheet 

brown (binding color) 

broken 

buckram (binding type) 

buckram (binding type) 

buckram (binding type) 

beware 

copy; copies; circa 

catalog; catalogs 

center 

calf (binding type) 

chart; charts 

chapter; chapters 

cloth (binding type) 

cloth (binding type) 

Company; County; Counties 

color; colors; colored 

colored 

complete 


Continuation; Conclusion 


Cont: 


contd: 
cop: 
copyr: 
cov: 
covr: 
cov-T: 
C=p: 
Cpy: 
epyr: 
cpyrN: 
epyrP: 
Ct: 

a: 


datd: 
decor: 


ded: 
dedic: 
ded-p: 
desgn: 
destr: 
devic: 
diag: 
diagr: 
aif: 
aiff: 
doubl: 
ed: 


editn: 
eleph: 
endg: 
end-p: 
Eng: 
engr: 
engrT: 
enlEd: 
enlgd: 
errat: 


extr: 
f: 


fac: 
facs: 


fake: 


fAmEd: 
fBkEd: 


few c: 


Continuation; continued; 
contents 

continued 

copy; copies 

copyright 

cover 

cover 

cover-title 

copyright page 

copyright 

copyright 

copyright notice 

copyright page 

Connecticut 

(used after a numeral to 
indicate: 2d: second 

a: third 
d: fourth 

dated 

decoration; 
decorative; 

dedication 

dedicated; dedication 

dedication page 

design 

destroyed 

device 

diagram; diagrams 

diagram; diagrams 

different; difference 

different; difference 

double 

edition; editions; 
editors; edited 

edition; editions 

elephant folio 

ending 

endpaper; endpapers 

English; England 

engraved; engraving; 
engraver; engravers 

engraved title page 

enlarged edition 

enlarged 

errata; 
leaf 

extra 

first; first issue; first 
edition; first state; 
first binding; first 
impression; first publish- 
ed edition; first American 
edition; first English 
edition; first series; 

facing 


decorations; 
decorated 


editor; 


errata slip; errata 


facsimile; facsimile edition; 


facsimiles 
fake; spurious; 
ante-dated 
first American edition 
first book edition; first in 
book form 


forgery; 


few copies printed (2 or 3 to 


about 30); or: only a few 
copies left after destruc- 


etc. 


folder; folders 


: folding 


folder; folders 
foreword 
from the bottom 


front cover 


: frontispiece 


frontispiece 

first so stated (absence of 
the printed statement to 
this effect indicates a 
a later printing) 

Fort 

gilt; gilded; gold 

gilt edged; gilt edges 

mythical production 

green (binding color) 

gray (binding color) 


+ gold stamped 


gilt top 
half-title 
Handbook; Handbooks 


: hand-colored 


headd: headed; running head 

H-t: half-title 

illu: illustrated; illustration; 
illustrations; illustrat- 
ed edition 

illus: illustrated; illustration; 
illustrations; illustrat- 
ed edition 

imp: imprint; imprints; imprint- 
ed 

impr: imprint; imprints; imprinted 

imprt:imprint; imprints; imprinted 

incor: incorrect; incorrectly 

indx: index; indexes 

intro: introduction 

iss: issue; issues; issued 

Jap: Japan paper 

Jn: John 

Ky: Kentucky 

Ls one; line; lines; leaf; 
leaves 

L: line; lines; leaf; leaves 

La: Louisiana 

lab: label; labels 

lea: leather ( binding type, may 
be any type of leather) 

leath: leather ( binding type, may 


be any type of leather) 


leav: leaves 

Let: letter; letters 

letrd: lettered 

letrs: letters 

lev: levant (binding type) 

levan: levant (binding type) 

LgP: large paper; large paper 
edition; large paper 
issue 

LgPap: large paper; large paper 
edition; large paper 
issue 

LgPEd: large paper edition 

lin: linen (binding type) 


tion of the others by fire, listd: 


etc.; or: only a few copies 


known to exist xi 


listed 


litho: 


moroc: 
Ms: 
Mss: 
Mt: 
Mts: 
Nat: 
nd: 


newEd: 


newsp: 
No.: 


ABBREVIATIONS OTHER 


lithograph; lithographs; 
lithographer; lithography 

later; later issue; later 
edition; later state; 
later binding; later print- 
ing; etc. 

Lieutenant 

limited; limited edition 

Limited Edition 

leaves 

marble; marbled 

map; maps (generally infers 
folding map or maps) 

material 

Maryland 

Missouri 

monogram; publisher's mono- 
grain 

morocco (binding type) 

morocco (binding type) 

manuscript; manuscripts 

manuscripts 

Mount; Mountain; Mountains 

Mountains 

Nation; National; Native 

no date of publication given 
in any of the customary 
places 

New Edition; New and Revised 
Edition; New and Enlarged 
Edition 

newspaper 

number 


noImp OPrtr: no imprint of printor 


noMap: 


map missing; issue without 
map; issued without map 


none known: no copy known in book 


nos? 
notic: 
noT=p; 


np: 


: orange 


circles 

numbers 

notice 

no title page; issued without 
title page 

no place of publication given 
in any of the customary 
places 

(same as: np) 

numbered 


: numbers 


Northwest 

of; on 

October 

opposite 

opposite 

(binding color) 

original 

ornament; ornaments; 
ornamental 

page; pages 

page; pages; 

page numbers 

Pennsylvania 

page; pages 

pages i 

pamphlet; pamphlets 

panorama; panoramas 

paper; papers 

paragraph; paragraphs 


paper 


pastd: 
perf: 
ph: 
pho: 


reiss: 


photograph; 
: photographic copy; 


pasted 
perfect 
photograph; 
photograph; 


photographs 
photographs 
photographs 


photostatic copy 


: photograph; photographs 


picture; pictures;pictorial 

picture; pictures;pictorial 

pigskin (binding type) 

pigskin (binding type) 

plate; plates 

plan (generally a folding 
plan 

plate; plates (may be fold- 
ing or not, generally not) 


: plates 


plate; plates 
plates 
portrait; portraits 


: portfolio; portfolios 


portrait; portraits 
privately printed 
privately printed 
privately printed 
preface 


: presentation copy 
: printer's imprint 
: priced 


privately printed 
printed 
printing 


: printer; printer's 


profile (generally a fold- 
ing plate); profiles 

printed 

printer; printer's 

pseudonym 

part; parts 

portfolio; portfolios 

parts 

publish; published; 
publisher; publisher's 

published 

publish; publisher; 

~ publisher's 

purple 


: purple 


refering to 
really 
rebound 


: reference 


regular; regular or trade 
edition 
reissue; reissued; reissues 


reiss widdM: reissue with addition- 


rep: 
repr: 
rev: 


revEd: 


xii 


al material (first for the 
added material) 

reprint; reprinted 

reprint; reprinted 

revised; revised edition; 
revision; (may indicate: 
new edition; enlarged 
edition) 

revised edition (may indic- 
ate new or enlarged editn 


rHead: running head vo: (8vo: octavo) 
Rr: Railroad; Railroads vol: volume; volumes 
Rrs: Railroads vols: volumes 
Rt: Robert Vs Versus 
S: Series (f&2ds) Vt: Vermont 
sep: separate; September w: with 
Sep: September; separate wAddM: with additional material 
seq: sequel Wise fake: T.J. Wise forgery 
Ser: series Wk: Work; Works 
Set: Sergeant Wks: Works 
sh: sheep; sheet; sheets Wm: Willian 
shMus: sheet music wOut: without 
sig: signature; signatures wr: wrapper; wrappers 
siz: size wraps: wrappers 
sketc: sketch; sketches wrs: wrappers 
Sp: specially; Speech; Speeches; Wy: Wyoming 
Spain; Spanish xs by (used to indicate size 
spin: spine of broadside, map, or 
spn: spine print) 
Sts Saint; Saints; Street; yel: yellow (binding color) 
Streets yello: yellow (binding color) 
stanz: stanza REN Year; Years 
statd: stated Yrs; Years 
stats: states 
stmp: stamped 
stmpd: stamped 
Sts: Saints; Streets EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS 
sup: supplement; supplements 
supp supplement; supplements 
Sw: Southwest , 
t: title; title page; type; "; inch; inches 
thousand #: number 
: title; title page; thousand $: dollars 
tab: table; tables (generally _: underline mark-- used to denote 
folding) the absence of the first name 
tabls: tables (generally folding) or first initial of the auth- 
tabOC: table of contents or, editor, etc.; also used to 
tabs: tables (generally folding) stress an important letter, 
Th: preceded by a number, that symbol, word, or words. 
many thousand &: used in place of the word and in 
thick: thickness including covers all cases; used after a price 
thinr: thinner to indicate the price could be 
thisT: this title as much as two or three times 
Tho: preceded by a number, that that value; used after the 
many thousand last numbered page of an item 
tint: tinted to indicate an additional 
tintd: tinted printed page or more, 
tit: title; titles ': foot; feet 
to: (lito: quarto) (: used to indicate a possible or 
tep: title page actual break in the sequence 
t-pag: title page of words or initials; used 
trim: trimmed also to indicate possible or 
trimd: trimmed actual absence of the paren- 
unb: unbound thetical material (for example: 
unbnd: unbound (reiss means the item is a re- 
uncol: uncolored; not colored; issue but there may not be a 
plain statement to this effect in 
undat: undated the item itself), 
unpag: unpaged ): generally used with its partner 
untrd: untrimmed { to enclose a date that does 
untrm: untrimmed not appear on the title page 
v: volume; volumes; sometimes:- of the item. 
vellum %: used after the initials of a 
Vas Virginia title to indicate involved 
varia: variant; variants point material which will be 
vel: vellum (binding type) (onVel: given in a section to be 


printed on vellum) 
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published later. 


EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS---CONTINUED 


=: used in the usual sense to show ?: after a Behe cee axe a price 


hyphenated words; sometimes I prior to 1945, or a price that 
dropped it; sometimes it may is questionable for some 

appear where in the original reason; (I did not enter a 

it doesn't; used to indicate price unless I judged it fair- 
there are more letters (they ly useful, but the presence of 
may be given in the next line the question mark should put | 
or they may not depending on you on guard-- the price may 
the circumstances); in: 2v-l, be either toohigh or too low.) | 
the - means in: two volumes in after the title initials, a | 
one volume; Used twice for a questionable correctness; 

dash, before a place of publication or 


before the number of pages, 
questionable correctness. 


MORE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Q. How did you arrive at the price? 

A, I averaged the prices asked by the foremost dealers in the 
respective fields. By this method prices are theoretically 
neither very high nor should they be very low. With respect 
to auction prices an average was maintained when more than 
one price was located. Since auction prices are tricky it is 
possible for some of them to be either very high or very low. 
So that one may be able to differentiate between dealer prices 
and auction prices I have used the even figures starting with 
l. to signify dealer prices and the odd figures starting with 
5 to signify auction prices. Since a reputable dealer's price 
is a more reliable guide to value, the even figures: isle »10; 
12,1h 416,18, 20,22, 2h. --50...98...150...1000..... are more 
reliable than the odd figures: 5,7,9,115,13,155175,19,21, 23,25, 
Zhe oie diaes OO sleet Dl wee lO05e0 16 


~, Well what about the 2's and the 3's? 

A. I have used the figure 2 to earmark books that are worth less 
than three dollars on the ordinary market. They are either 
quite common or are not particularly desirable. A great many 
of these can be found on bargain tables at prices from ten 
cents to twenty-five cents, or on shelves at prices ranging 
from fifty cents to one dollar, 


I have used the figure 3 to classify the books that are priced 
about three dollars in dealer's catalogs. I have also used 
it for books that bring about three dollars at auction. 
Therefore it is the least reliable of all figures used. You 
cannot be certain if the item is a slow dog that you may not 
be able to place or if it is really worth your three dollars 
and warrants pricing somewhere between five and ten dollars. 
However, I'd say that at least ninety per cent of these items 
are really worth no more than three or three-fifty, 


(I did not use 1 because of possible confusion with the letter: 


° 


Q. When you had a choice which did you use, dealer's price or auction 
record? 


A. Reputable dealer's price unless the time element was adverse. 
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MORE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Q. What about the time element? How old are the prices given? 

A. The prices given are from the period 1945 to 1956 inclusive. 
Obviously some books have become of much greater value 
through these years. Some books worth $50.00 in 195 are 
worth $100.00 or more in 1956; some have dropped considerably 
during this period; however, the great bulk has remained 
fairly stable. I have given prices that date before 195 
when I thought they would help, but in each case I placed a 
question mark immediately following the price. The question 
mark I also used in this place to indicate a price that may 
possibly be questionable for some other reason. 


Q. How does condition enter into price? 

A. Prices given are prices specialists in the respective fields 
place on FINE copies in their original bindings. A GOOD copy 
often brings far less than a FINE one, This is true especial- 
ly of literary first editions; not nearly so of Americana, 
FAIR or POOR copies of literary first editions are often 
worthless. FAIR or POOR copies of Americana may still be 
worth twenty to thirty per cent of their worth in FINE copies. 
On very rare Americana the percentage may run higher. 


Q. What is a FINE copy? 

A. We'll start with an absolutely perfect copy of a book as it is 
received from the publisher. This copy would be termed: MINT 
or PRISTINE, It is brilliant; it requires some force to open 
it; unless the paper is very thin, it will have a tendency to 
snap back into closed position. If you were to throw away its 
jacket and allow its binding to dull ever so slightly, not 
enough to detect except by comparison with a brilliant copy, 
you would then have a VERY FINE copy. If you were to open it 
a,few times in the prescribed manner for opening a new book, 
déminishing its tendency to snap back to closed position, you 
would then have a FINE copy. If you continued opening it 
until it would just as soon remain open, you would have a 
VERY GOOD copy. At the point where it would rather remain 
open it is a GOOD copy, but verges on being FAIR. When the 
signatures begin to loosen up the book is POOR. 

The foregoing is all based on the assumption no other damage is 
incurred, Should one or both of the hinges become cracked an 
otherwise FINE copy becomes only GOOD or FAIR. Should slight 
solling occur an otherwise FINE copy becomes only GOOD; a 
little more soiling: FAIR; bad soiling: POOR. Scratches or 
wear from rubbing against other books or other objects trans- 
form an otherwise FINE copy into one that is only GOOD or 
FAIR or POOR depending upon the extent of the damage. A 
little paint or fingernail polish, though they may be sanitary, 
would make a GOOD copy out of a FINE one. Writing, inside or 
out, would depreciate the book unless it was done by someone 
directly connected with its production, in which case the 
value may increase. Writing by a person of prominence or 
importance may increase value. A tear in the binding auto- 
matically relegates an otherwise FINE copy to the status of 
GOOD; or, worse if it is a bad one. A tear in a leaf whether 
end-paper or text down=-grades from FINE to GOOD; a tear that 
effects the text may drop it to FAIR; a tear that results in 
absence of printed material would, in most cases, drop the 
item out of consideration entirely. 

What has been stated above applies mainly to books produced 
during the twentieth century and applies to books which were 
manufactured of good materials. Some allowances are made in 
cases of older books and books made of inferior materials. 

By this is meant that a book of good physical material printed 
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MORE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


4 at is a PINE copy? (continued) 
oe in 1910 ana eased VERY GOOD by the standards above would be 
classed FINE had it been printed in 188. Similarly, a book 
on cheap paper, or in a cheap binding, or both, would be up- 
graded. * 


Q. Can I expect to get the prices indicated? : 
A. Since the odd prices from 5 up are derived from the auction | 
records your chances must be analysed on that basis. The | 
even prices from 4 up are derived from specialist dealer 
prices. If an item is Californiana and you are a specialist 
in this field and in a location of great demand for this type 
of material, or have a mail order business that reaches the 
ideal market for Californiamthen you can expect to get some- 
where near the prices indicated. If you are not a specialist 
in this field,or if you have not the ideal market, you very 
likely may not readily get these prices. The same principle 
applies to the other fields of collecting. 


Prices brought at auction vary, in the over-all picture, from 
the price a specialist dealer is willing to pay for an item 
in his respective field up to the price the item is likely 
to bring at retail. I believe the odds would be in your 
favor if you would assume the retail value of a given item 
to be half again to twice the auction price. 


Q. How will I know to which of the many original bindings the price 
refers? 

A. It was quite common during the years covered by this reference 
to issue a book in many different types of binding. When I 
have not noted the type of binding it is to be assumed the 
binding is eithecloth or boards. If you have an item in 
original wrappers, or leather of some type, and I have made no 
reference to binding type,it will be necessary for you to 
determine whether or not price will be &ffected. Often a 
copy in original wrappers is worth more than one in original 
cloth or boards. In the same connection, sometimes a leather 
binding is worth more. 


Q. How about advance copies, presentation copies, trial bindings, 
special bindings, association copies, etc.? 

A. Values given refer only to FINE copies of any given item as it 
was issued without any additional feature that would enhance 
its value. If both a trade and a limited edition were issued 
I have given (when possible) the value of each separately. 

If the trade edition was issued unsigned the value applies to 
the item unsigned. A FINE copy of the trade edition signed 
would be theoretically of more value than one unsigned. The 
limited edition may have as a feature the signature of the 
author. This does not constitute a feature to enhance it 
above any other FINE copy of the limited edition because 
theoretically they were issued thus. Of course a copy lacking 
the signature would theoretically be less valuable. 


Occasionally I have entered such exceptions as advance copies, 
presentation copies, trial bindings, proofs, etc., but in 
each case I have noted them, An advance copy: (advG; a 
presentation copy: (presC; trial issue: (trial; proof: (proof. 
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MORE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Q. Why are some items unpriced? 
A. An item may be unpriced for any one or more of the following 
reasons: 


1. I did not locate a price and I was not able to price it 

intelligently. 

2. In the process of compiling I overlooked or lost the price. 

fa The entry may be mythical tn ghost). 

+ The entry may be misplaced. 

5. The entry may be entered under the editor and also under 

the author; possibly priced under one and not the other. 

6. The entry may have the initials of the title incorrect. 

7. The entry may be a very common item unworthly of either an 

auction record or space in a dealer's catalog, 

8. The entry may be excessively rare and any price may be far 

from true value if such a value could be established. 

9. The entry may be from the cover-title in place of the 
eee page title; possibly priced under one and not the 
other. 

Sometimes,due to the arrangement of the title page, the 
sub-title is used; possibly the item is priced under one 
and not the other. 


10. 


(In defense of myself: Many unpriced items I could have 
competently priced, as could any experienced dealer, had 
I taken the time during compilation or after its completion, 
but that would have meant another year or so. Most of 
these items will be priced in the natural course of revis- 
ing for the Second Edition....five to ten years from now. ) 


Q. Why do you sometimes have two prices on the same item? 
A. Sometimes I had only two prices by which to judge. 
varied greatly I entered both. 


When they 


Q. What about dates in Roman numerals? 
A. Dates in Roman numerals are sometimes confusing. 
may be helpful: 


1000 & 500 & 100 & 50& 10 & 5&1 
M D Cc L x Vie 


The following 


1666 
1666 


equals 
equals 


Complications arise when lis and 9s come into the picture. The 
i, is one I preceding one V; or: IV; meaning one less than 
five, The 9 is one a preceding one X; or: IX; meaning one 
less than ten. Dates in the twentieth century usually 
incorporate a C preceding an M so that 1900 becomes MCM. 


There are variations in dating by Roman numerals but the most 
common form is listed below: 


MDCCCL.......1850 
MDCCCLI......1851 
MDCCCLII.....1852 
MDCCCLIII....185 
MDCCCLIV.....185. 
MDCCCLV......1855 


MDCCCLVI...++1856 
MDCCCLVII....1857 
MDCCCLVIII...1858 
MDCCCLIX.....1859 
MDCCCLX...++-1800 
MDGCCEKD.. 04. LCV 


xvil 


MDCCCLXII....1862 
MDCCCLXIII...186 
MDCCCLXIV....186 
MDCCCLXV.....1865 
MDCCCLXVE....1866 
MDCCCLXVII...1867 


MORE DATES IN ROMAN NUMERALS 


MDCCCLXVIII....1868 
MDCCCLXIX......1869 
MDCCCLXK, 2005. LOTO 
MDCOCEXMEss oo ealore 
MDCCCLXXII.....1872 
MDCCCLXXIII....187 

MDCCCLXXIV.....187. 

MDCCCLXXV..... 1875 
MDCCCLXXVI.....1876 
MDCCCLXXVII....1877 


MDCCCLXXVIII...1878 
MDCCCLXXIX.....1879 
MDCCCLXXX......1880 
MDCCCLXXXI.....1881 
MDCCCLXXXII...» 1882 
MDCCCLXXXIII...188 

MDCCCLXXXIV....188 

MDCCCLXXXV.....1885 
MDCCCLXXXVI....1886 
MDCCCLXXXVII...1887 


MDCCCLXXXVIII...1888 
MDCCCLXXXIX.....1889 
MOCOCEC A vlinw wae ogO 
MDCCCKC Lede ee se oow 
MDCCCXCII.......1892 
MDCCCXCIII......189 

MDCCCXCIV.......189 

MDCCOXCV. «2.01895 
MDCCCXCVI......-1896 
MDCCCXCVII......1897 


MDCCCXCVIII.....1898 MDCCCXCIX......1899 


Q. Do you have a few tips? 
A. Yes. My first one is: be positive you understand all symbols 


and details given under an item in question before going off 


the deep end. 


Second: ignore price, or points, or both, in 


cases where you have better information; for, after all, the 
book isn't infallible, damn it! 
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